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The aim of this course  

 

to explore the possibilities of historical calligraphy that lead to the abstraction, by 

starting with 5 different old manuscripts from Medici's Library in Florence, and 4 

different hands (choosing one).   

Each manuscript is unique of its kind and in its form as it is linked to a series of 

fortuitous, unrepeatable factors: its historical context, the precise moment in time, the 

calligrapher’s hand and his emotions.  

 

Methodology 

 

During a calligraphy course of this kind, it is usually the teacher who provides a pre-

constructed and pre-elaborated model of writing, but in this case the teacher will be 

there to encourage each student to study the fascinating letters of one of the 

manuscripts, its rhythm, its ligatures, its spacing, its characteristics and its uniqueness. 

Following on from there, we will develop the letters of the alphabet used in our 

manuscript to give them a more creative and freer aspect and so DEVELOP a “new” kind of 

writing that is more rhythmic and dynamic, and at times illegible until it arriveS AT the 

abstract.  

 

Our intention, therefore, is to breathe new life into the letters and rhythms of the past 

by passing them through the filter of our own personality and sensitivity, our 

experiences and emotions, to make them once again unique and unrepeatable again even if 

illegible. 

 

At the end the exercises pages done in the course will be collected for binding and to 

design a little booklet of each participant’s work TO TAKE HOME. 
 
The Pelion peninsula is situated opposite Evia and the island of Skiathos. It is a lush 

terrain with ample water from the mountain to sustain a large variety of trees, shrubs 

and wildflowers - indigenous and from elsewhere.  There are many wild beaches 

surrounding the hills and valleys into which nestle the villages with their distinctive 

and preserved architecture. 

 



COURSE TUTOR  MASSIMO POLELLO 
 

Based in Turin, Italy, Massimo Polello has 

worked as a calligrapher for over twenty 

years. He has explored calligraphy’s 

classical and contemporary applications 

in visuals arts and graphic design. His 

work includes packaging design and 

signage; corporate branding; commercial, 

museums and personal logos; as well as 

executing his original designs on walls, in 

films and in art videos. Massimo has 

exhibited and lead workshops in the US, 

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 

South Korea, Canada, Pakistan, Japan, 

France, Germany, Spain, Belgium, England 

and Russia. He has worked on several 

short films, and has contributed to 

Graphicus, TipoItalia and Letters Arts 

Review magazines. 

 

Polello has taught on the faculty of four international calligraphy conferences held 

in the United States. In collaboration with the Dutch designer Marcel Wanders, he 

contributed to The Rijksbook, a prestigious limited edition book for the RIJKS MUSEUM in 

Amsterdam, and in 2009 Traité de la peinture-Extraits with Editions Alternatives 

Publisher of Paris. 

 

Massimo Polello has also worked with artist and filmmaker Peter Greenaway on 

"Peopling the Palace," and with director Luca Ronconi on the installation of the 

150thth Anniversary exhibition of the Unification of Italy, "La Bella Italia.” He is 

President of Turin’s calligraphers ́ guild “Dal Segno alla Scrittura” and works in his 

Turin Studio, Gallery ABC Atelier. 

 

Massimo sums up his approach to calligraphy best, "...Letters become a means to exist 

outside myself... going beyond the letters, captured by the sole need to see. They become 

signs, images, evocations, urgent needs, emotions." 

 

http://www.lacalligrafia.com/    https://www.instagram.com/massimopolello/ 

https://www.facebook.com/lacalligrafia2/  https://www.behance.net/MassimoPolello 

https://vimeo.com/search?q=MASSIMO+POLELLO 

 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME 

 

Saturday 16 September 2022  Arrival throughout the day and  

Welcome Dinner  

 

Sunday 17 to Friday 22 September 

 

Classes 09.45 – 13.15 and 15.30 – 18.00  

Except one full day excursion – date to be 

confirmed 

Farewell Dinner  

 

 

All sessions take place at Lagou Raxi Country Hotel, and include six hours tuition per 

day unless stated otherwise. This is an intensive course with daily sessions. If possible 

participants are encouraged to add some extra days on either side of the course to make 

the most of this remote and stunning location either relaxing by the hotel pool, 

exploring the nearby villages or sampling some of the outstanding local tavernas.  

 

MATERIALS 

 

Massimo will bring pens-nibs, other tools on loan use or for sale. Lagou Raxi will supply 

paper and all materials will be supplied as part of the fee.  However more experienced 

participants are welcome to bring their own. 

 

ACCOMPANYING PERSONS  
 

Non-participants are welcome and will join the meals and the excursion. They will be able 

to use the pool, the library and walk the kalderimia (stone footpaths) around the village. 

http://www.lacalligrafia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lacalligrafia2/


Courses in Pelion, Greece - Practical Information 

 

 

 

 
▪ The studio is spacious and airy, and tables will be well spaced.  According 

to prevailing covid circumstances we may ask you to test or mask as 

needed – the hotel follows all safety protocols 

▪ Lessons are with a fully experienced teacher, passionate about his/her 

subject and students 

▪ All courses are suitable for beginners, intermediate & EXPERIENCED 

participants 

▪ We can arrange delivery of the work home if required but most students 

take them safely in their luggage 

 

WHAT IS INCLUDED 

 

▪ Five full days of tuition and one full day excursion. Studio access in the 

evenings if required but closed on excursion day 

▪ Accommodation, breakfast, excursion (transport, taverna lunch), five 

light lunches and  six three course dinners including Welcome and 

Farewell at the hotel 

▪ Coffee and tea throughout the days of teaching 

▪ Time for rest and relaxation on the beach, by the pool or in the village 

square 

▪ Our library which includes the complete set of Mediterranean Garden 

Society journals, European bird books and other references to the 

natural world 

▪ Flights are NOT included, however there are direct flights to VOLos 

Airport during summer periods: from London Gatwick, Munich, 

Duesseldorf and Vienna on certain days  

▪ Alternatively there are regular flights to Athens, Skiathos or 

Thessaloniki 

 

Lagou Raxi can advise on the easiest/most economical transfers from your 

chosen airport and will help participants to share if convenient.     

 

 PRICES PER PERSON INCLUDING TUITION + ACCOMMODATION - MEALS AS STATED 

ABOVE EXCURSION AND MATERIALS 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

If you would like to bring family member(s) or friend(s), NOT participating in the 

courses the additional amounts  for one person are: 846€  (double room) or 

934€ (triple for double occupancy).  Suites on demand. 

Single room Twin double occupancy Triple double occupancy 

1243 € 1096 € 1184 € 



The Village of Lafkos - South Pelion 

                         

Lafkos is one of the 24 officially 'listed' villages in the region of Pelion, about 45 km 

from the city of Volos. Medieval paths (Kalderimia) stretch around this car-free village 

and further afield to neighbouring villages and the sea. Three museums and five tavernas 

are open all year.  The smell of freshly baked bread in a wood-fired oven draws you to 

the bakery shop. The village has three small 'mini-markets', a craftsman jeweller, 

homemade soaps and a gift shop. In under 10 minutes you can  walk from the hotel 

through the village lanes to the square with its imposing church and plane trees. Visit  

www.lagouraxi.com for more info about the area. 

 
Lagou Raxi Country Hotel (330m) opened in 2014 and was built according to the local 

traditional architecture. It has a breath-taking view of the Pagasitic Gulf and it's also 

close to the Aegean sea. There is an easy footpath from the hotel down to Milina. 

Although British owned the hotel cuisine is traditional Greek, sometimes with a twist.  

All the dishes are home-made, and delicious! The hotel has a good-sized swimming pool and 

an all-weather tennis court as well as the Library, Terrace, Azure Restaurant, yoga mats 

and the purpose-built 'Atelier' or workroom. 

       

Other Courses Include / see our website for 2022/3 courses 

✓ Garden Design in Greece & The Mediterranean  27 September – 05 October 2022 

✓ Greek Wildflowers and Orchids - Botanical Painting 22 – 29 Apri 2023  

✓ Printing Pilio – Springtime in Greece – Natural dyeing and Eco-printing Workshop 03 – 13 

May 2023    

✓ Debut d’Été en Grece / Early summer in Greece Botanical Painting  20 – 27 May 2023 

✓ Nature Journaling in Greece 17  – 24 June 2023 

✓ Classically Inspired Contemporary Mosaics  24 June – 01 July 2023 with OPTIONAL Post-

course tour 

✓ BYZANTINE ICON PAINTING in Greece 11 – 21 october 2023 

✓ Pelion Mansions, Shady Corners and Azure Seas – Acrylic and 

Watercolour Painting, Concertina Sketchbooks, and other courses – 

2023 dates to be announced 

 

CONTACT US www.lagouraxi.com   

+(30) 2423065144  mail@lagouraxi.com                                                                                                        

 

MEDITERRANEAN CENTRE for Art, Gardens, Plants and 

Design 

 

LAGOU RAXI  A.E.    Lafkos  37006  –  South Pelion,  Magnesia,  Greece    

ΜΗΤΕ 0726K013A0448301 

http://www.lagouraxi.com/
http://www.lagouraxi.com/
http://www.lagouraxi.com/
mailto:mail@lagouraxi.com
mailto:mail@lagouraxi.com

